Implications for projects and Commission
The Secretary reported on the meeting in Idstein and on some of the implications for the Commission in the SDIC report. The clearest description was given in a recent Chemistry International (May 1998).
The principal effect was that the Commission would be dissolved in 2001 but as yet, the structure(s) which would replace it were not yet clear. The comments followed those concerns expressed in Idstein that continuity would be lost and that the Analytical Division Committee, even if it were greatly expanded, would have limited ability to generate projects and less capacity to execute them. The Analytical Division operated over a wider range of activities than many other Divisions. A version of advisory panels linked to Commission members was one possible alternative.
The view was expressed that it was important that the details of how continuity would be achieved were available before the Berlin General Assembly so that they could be discussed. Unless it was clear where we were going, little new activity could be initiated in Berlin and the programme of activities would rapidly start to die out. The 2001 meeting should not be the final one, but a transitional meeting to a new format.
No strong views were expressed on the projectdriven formula, except that the generation of projects in a top-down sequence would be unlikely to be successful. What is needed was the interest from the members carrying out the projects. The concept of NAO organizations generating projects was also thought to be unlikely to succeed unless the project was also felt to be of importance by the Division members A concern was expressed that by the time project proposals had passed through the acceptance procedure, the original proposers would have lost interest. Rather like many other aspects of IUPAC, the time scales are too long.
To some extent, the proposals are still at a very nebulous stage and what was needed was much more detail of how they would affect the work that is currently carried out by Commissions and what new structure would be put into place.
Action to be taken-priority projects
The Secretary proposed a list of priority areas which the Commission should concentrate on completing in the next three years (or less). In most cases these were already in place, except for the more major revision of the General Nomenclature. He would make more detailed proposals for Berlin.
Any response to Division/Secretariat
The need for more details of replacements to be discussed in Berlin rather than in 2001.
Discussion of current projects
'Mobile phases for liquid chromatography'. Part I Descriptive terminology, Project 530/9/95, Author: Siskos and co-workers Part I. Terminology and definitions. A draft paper had been circulated-some terms such as eluent/mobile phase needed complementary definitions to the stationary phases definitions recently adopted. R.M.S. to revise and return to authors.
Part II. Discussion paper on mobile phase properties: to be developed as a critical review of mobile phase properties directly related to chromatography. It was thought that this could be developed as a critical data compilation paper on the properties of compounds commonly used as eluents in HPLC which would provide values relevant to chromatographic applications. To be proposed as a project in Berlin and a working party established 'Nomenclature for Analytical electromigration techniques', Project 530/10/95, Author: Riekkola A paper was presented by Prof. Riekkola. A detailed discussion examined a number of the criteria and particular concern was felt about the distribution constant related to micellar methods because it was effectively the inverse of the conventional use of distribution in chromatography. k mc was proposed to make the distinction.
It was felt that the paper should concentrate on capillary methods and the title of the final proposals would reflect this. (Where possible definitions and terms applicable to other electromigration methods would be used.) M.L.R. to revise, and the paper would be circulated by email for comment.
'Nomenclature for chromatography of polymers and related substances'. Author: Berek, Commission IV project.
A working party had been established but so far no paper had been produced-a joint Commission meeting would be organized in Berlin.
Field flow fractionation-Project 530/11/97, Jönnson). The authors (Beckett) had agreed to produce a shortened paper of 5-10 pages but a copy was still awaited.
Definition of dead volume in chromatography-Project 530/12/97 (Garcia-Dominguez). Draft papers have been circulated for comment, The 4th version was discussed in detail and some additional practical results on exchanges between static and bound mobile phase was reported which will lead to a further revision being produced. All the mobile phase in the column appeared to be involved.
It was suggested that the paper should include a conclusion from the comparisons, and recommend methods or a discussion of best practice where the conclusion is ambiguous.
Retention parameters in gas chromatography-Project 530/13/97, Author: Prof. Davankov. Draft paper circulated for comment. Discussed and some revisions proposed. Extension to ~ zero outlet pressure was discussed to take GC-MS method into account. V.A.D. to revise and send to R.M.S. for comments on English.
Projects in Draft stage
1 Sample preparation methods (Jönnson to prepare paper). Felt to be a useful topic but needs a cross Commission structure because it overlaps into different areas. To be discussed in Berlin-it might gain from a new style cross Commission working party. 3 Integrators and quantitation. This was felt to be an important area but also to have cross-Division implications, therefore a wider working party might be needed. As above, the topic was of interest in a number of areas. It was suggested that this might be an area where a practical round robin study was needed. Difficult under present structure but might be a future IUPAC activity.
4 Definition of calculation of asymmetry. This was a particular area of confusion and it was felt that a agreed proposal might be useful (J.A.J. to examine)
Report on revision of Orange book (Marton)
The Chairman reported that the Orange book had now been published and details were in Chemistry International. Next Meeting at General Assembly, Berlin, 7-14 August, 1999. Year 2000 meeting to be decided. Final Meeting 2001 combined General Assembly and Congress-all current Commissions will be abolished December 2001.
The meeting ends with thanks to the local organizers for their assistance with the hotel, meeting facilities and their hard work in ensuring that all the members were transported from and to Madrid airport and had information on local travel. 
Priority projects for

Status of Current Projects
All of the current projects and their status were thoroughly discussed in the commission. Several papers were cancelled, given to the Division or to press and others made good progress; the updated list of projects follows (see Table p . 182).
New Projects
The following new projects were initiated, and drafts presented at the meeting: A new structure of the Commission was adopted after thorough discussion of the options at hand. The results are as follows: all the working groups will be abandoned and only groups for smaller projects will be set up (such as the authors of a report)
The following position papers shall provide the outlines for future activities; the list of participants reflects the situation of the Commission after the elections of new members: Cofino agreed to make a format for the preparation of the position papers (enclosed as an appendix). The papers are to be discussed at the meeting next year in Vesprem, Hungary.
The chairman thanked all leaving members for the scientific and personal contributions they have made over the past years. He expressed the hope that the contacts will not be terminated completely! The venue of the next meeting was planned to be Vesprem, Hungary at the weekend following Euroanalysis in Basel.
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